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Primary Text: Laxness, Halldor. Independent People: An Epic. |. Anderson
Thompson, trans. New York: A. A. Knopf, 1946.
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Wild comes the molten ore
out of the earth
daydreaming.
Onto the sphere
it murmmers in gashes,
girl-eyed over the seven mountains
and swelled to a song.
Here a soul found the origin:
desire
under all other things.
So an ogled ruin
widens
among a hundred thousand stones
and fantasy twins the earth
to the unlimited.
In love,
beyond these stones,
like water,

I rise.

Primary Photo (page 30): Howell, Frederick W. W. "Gorge in Angle (Ejyafjal-
lajokul).” Collection of Icelandic and Faroese Photographs of Frederick

W. W. Howell. Cornell University Library. ca. 1900.

Text & Photo Layout: Kevin Tseng
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Primary Text: Auden, W. H. and Louis MacNeice. Letters from Iceland. London:
Faber and Faber, 1937. Reissued in 1985.
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God moans—

an eye roving
across the lake.

Little craters in the wake
were scenes I arranged—

to see
is to add shape.

Then God
undoes the holds:

a singing motion

I 'am pre-species,
the demon-loosing

exposure,

astonishing
(0 seraphs rename us)

the living.

Primary Photo (opposite): Howell, Frederick W. W. "The semi-defunct Strokkur.”
Collection of Icelandic and Faroese Photographs of Frederick W. W. Howell.

Cornell University Library. ca. 1900.

Text & Photo Layout: Kevin Tseng
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